
STRATHNAIRN MULTI-UNIT
ADAPTABLE HOUSING

OVERVIEW

The Strathnairn Multi-Unit Project is a new development on new land in 
Strathnairn, West Belconnen, ACT. The Development comprises 17 Sole 
Occupancy Units; twelve 2-bedroom apartments, and five townhouses, one 
with 2-bedrooms, and four with 3-bedrooms. Designed by OurArchitect 
and constructed by Projex Building in collaboration with Housing ACT in 
2024, the project features a brick and fibre cement clad façade, curtain wall 
glazed lobbies, and wood-look feature battens.

The 12 apartments are split evenly across two 2-storey towers that meet 
in a shared basement for secure vehicle parking and tenant storage. The 5 
townhouses sit at the rear of the property and are accessible via a shared 
internal driveway.

All units are carefully designed and built to meet Class C adaptable code 
and spatial requirements and include high-quality fixtures and fittings to 
serve its residents. The project utilises a roof mounted solar share system 
providing independent power to each individual unit, improving energy 
efficiency and lowering costs for future residents. No stone is left unturned 
to ensure economical and comfortable living for people of all abilities now, 
and into the future.

The project achieves a minimum 7-star Energy Efficiency Rating throughout, 
with a minimum 8-star Rating on the Townhouse properties, and some 
apartments reaching a 9-star Rating, dependant on the location and natural 
lighting. This is achieved through careful selection of façade finishes, 
carefully selected fixtures and appliances, and thermal glazing throughout.
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KEY CHALLENGES

Ground Conditions

During the initial civil works phase, Canberra experienced a high volume of rain and high winds, making basement works unsuitable 
for structural trades to maintain works during saturated conditions. Projex carefully managed a Construction Program to ensure 
minimal delay to the Head Contract Program, ensuring that all trades could be working safely, and efficiently, taking full advantage 
of clear weather.

Adaptability Requirements

Throughout Development Approval, the Project plans had 6 Townhouse units on the site. During the Tender process, Projex was 
able to identify and raise concerns with spatial requirements required to meet DDA compliance. After careful evaluation and 
correspondence with the Client, Project Stakeholders concluded that to meet DDA compliance and continue to provide Adaptable 
Housing for people of all abilities, one of the Townhouse units had to be removed. As a result, the footprint of the Townhouse units 
was increased and a communal open space was introduced, resulting in Accessibility compliance within the units and an overall 
improved buildability.
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